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AGENDA

9:00 – 9:15 NITROGEN SUMMARY RESULTS & COMPLIANCE 

Kelly Huff, Dixon RCD

9:15 – 9:45 WHAT DO THE RESULTS MEAN? 

Stephanie Tillman & Cody Fink, Land IQ 

9:45 – 10:30 WHAT DON’T THE SUMMARY RESULTS TELL YOU? 

Anne Burkholder, Dellavalle Labs 

10:30 - 11:00 IRRIGATION & SOIL MANAGEMENT 

Wendy Rash, USDA NRCS 





Groundwater Quality High Vulnerability Areas





Tips for Completing Nitrogen Summary Reports

 Include planting year for permanent crops

 Report yield units that can be converted to pounds

 IF YOU DID NOT MEASURE N in Irrigation Water

 ONLY ENTER “0” IF this is an estimate based on information (i.e. you are using 
surface water at the beginning of the Solano Irrigation District (SID) system.  

 If you are using groundwater and have not measured, PLEASE ENTER “DID NOT 
MEASURE” OR “N/M”

THIS YEAR WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH THOSE WHO ARE NOT MEASURING N IN 
IRRIGATION WATER.



UC DAVIS – 2014 Vegetated Ditch Research





A/R

Applied Nitrogen/Removed Nitrogen

 Regional Board considers A/R a metric for nitrogen use 

efficiency

 Multi-year A/R averages by crop will become metric for 

determining “outliers”

 Expert Panel concluded that A/R ratio is an appropriate 

alternative to measuring nitrate leaching to 

groundwater at the field level.



Notes from Dixon/Solano 

2016 Nitrogen Use Comparisons

• Most common reason for “outlier” status was yield

• Not everyone is measuring N in irrigation water

• Unique crops – limited quantity of data 

• Orchards – Age of trees was not differentiated



Notes from Dixon/Solano 

2016 Nitrogen Use Comparisons

• Alfalfa – Many are not applying N at all

• Pasture – Use UC calculator & keep record of mass 

balance calculation (generally shows that pasture is a 

sink for N)

• Sunflower – fair amount of variation in N applied & 

yield

• Wheat – a lot of variation throughout Sacramento 

Valley



Nitrogen Management Plan

Self-Certification Requirements

 Attend 4 hour training & pass 30 minute test to become self 

certified

 Self-Certification is good for 3 years with 3 hours of continuing 

education during that 3 year period or one hour per year.

 Continuing Education Unit program began recently, so 

individuals who became self-certified in 2016 lost a year.

 Recommend one hour per year minimum from this point on.

 Please forward us information on events that may qualify



https://www.curesworks.org/cecourses/



For a Prize……

Be Thinking About:

 Events you will attend that may cover nitrogen use efficiency 

for continuing education credit.

 Topics/format of events you would like Dixon/Solano coalition 

to offer.

 Something that you do, related to nitrogen/irrigation 

management that you are willing to share.

 Alternative to the field level paperwork.


